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A typical 
traditional garden 

Å Home food-gardening value 
nationally (2009) was $530 average 
return on investment for a 600 sq. 
ft. garden with an average yield of ½ 
lb per ft2.  

 

Å Net value of $0.88 per ft2 



Gardening in 
Florida 

ÅCan grow veggies year-round 

ÅFall, & spring are best, winter is good and 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻǳƎƘΧΦΦ 

Åά{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴέ ǾŜƎƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ όƻƪǊŀΣ ǎǿŜŜǘ 
potatoes, southern peas) 

ÅMajor problems: infertile soils, pests, and 
disorders related to weather 



There are many ways to grow vegetables! 



Site   

ÅFull sun (> 5-6 hours/day) 

ÅNear water source 

ÅAway from competing tree 
roots 

ÅWell-drained soil  



Planning Your Garden 

ÅStart with the άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ ±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ 
DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜΦέ  It provides: 

 - Planting dates for every vegetable 
- Recommended varieties 
- Amount of seed or plants needed 
- Plant spacing 
- much more! 
ÅDraw a plan on paper 
 



Maximize Space: Trellis 

ÅTip: Put a trellis 

on the north 

side to minimize 

shading of the 

garden. 

 

Garden 

Design 



Maximize Space: Wide-rows   Garden 

Design 



Use a rake to make shallow 

furrows 

Sow the seed 

Rake lightly in the opposite 

direction to cover seed 

Thin seedlings to 

recommended  

spacing 


