
2014 Across-Breed EPD Adjustment Factors Released  

When using EPDs, bulls from one breed cannot be compared to another unless an adjustment factor is used.  Since 1993, 

scientist from the U.S. Meat Animal Research Center in Clay Center, Nebraska have released adjustment factors for growth 

traits and maternal milk traits for across-breed expected progeny difference (AB-EPDs).  The 2014 table includes factors  for 

eighteen breeds and was released at the Beef Improvement Federation (BIF) Annual Meeting in Lincoln, NE in late June.  

For more information, click here:  Beef Magazine, June 30, 2014. 

Animal Feed vs. Human Food 

 The world population is expected to grow from 7 billion in 2011 to 9 billion by 2050 (28.6% increase). 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) predicts the demand for food, fuel and fiber will increase by 60% by 2050. 

 This in part is due to the improving economies of China and India.  As per capita income increases, the demand for ani-

mal source foods such as milk, meat and eggs also increases. 

 Many of the feedstuff fed to cattle are suitable for human consumption. 

For more information, click here:  Council for Agriculture Science and Technology, Issue Paper Number 53, September 

2013. 

Hot Cattle Market Brings Producers Tough Decisions 

I have heard several questions concerning 1.) Should I sell my calves at weaning?, And 2.) What is the most economical al-

ternative for replacement females? Dr. Curt Lacy, Extension Economist/Livestock with the University of Georgia has devel-

oped a Marketing Alternative Calculator that producers can use to evaluate up to four different marketing alternatives. This 

spreadsheet can forecast feeding costs, and market prices.  For more information, click here Southeast Cattle Advisor, July 

15, 2014. 

What You’ll Find in the NCF Cattle Report: 

The University of Florida IFAS Extension program provides the latest, unbiased, scientifically sound, educational materials 

to the clientele.  The North Central Florida Cattle Report was developed to provide a peak at some interesting articles relat-

ed to your industry in a format that allows you to quickly decide if you want to continue reading.  Not only will you find up-

to-date articles, you will also find internet links to excellent resources and a market summary for the North Central Florida 

Cattleman. 
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http://beefmagazine.com/cattle-genetics/us-marc-releases-across-breed-epd-figures
http://www.cast-science.org/download.cfm?PublicationID=278268&File=1e30569ff7807efa51b04a1919613d264e29TR
http://www.cast-science.org/download.cfm?PublicationID=278268&File=1e30569ff7807efa51b04a1919613d264e29TR
http://www.secattleadvisor.com/2014/07/15/hot-cattle-market-brings-tough-decisions/
http://www.secattleadvisor.com/2014/07/15/hot-cattle-market-brings-tough-decisions/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Sites of Interest 

Southeast Cattle Advisor Florida Cattle Market Price Watch  USDA ERS Cattle & Beef 

http://www.secattleadvisor.com/
http://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/Florida%20Cattle%20Market%20Price%20Watch/price%20watch%20index.shtml
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/animal-products/cattle-beef.aspx

